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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
February 14, 2005 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. The Preliminary Amendment filed February 14, 2005 is sufficient to overcome the 
rejection of claims 1-26 based upon Rabonskv (6,141 ,530) and Hunter (6,424,998) by 
canceling all of the rejected claims. The Preliminary Amendment canceled Claims 1-26 
and added new Claims 27-37. Therefore, the currently pending claims considered 
below are Claims 27-37. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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3. Claims 27 and 29-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Rabonsky (6,141 ,530). 

Claim 27: Rabonskv discloses a system for providing advertisement information 
to an audience, comprising: 

a. means for receiving and storing job requests including data 
representative of an advertisement and data representative of a schedule request 
including at least one of a requested movie genre, a requested movie rating, a 
requested showing location, a requested showing time, a requested movie release start 
date, and a requested movie release end date (col 4, lines 11-16; col 8, lines 1 1-24; col 
12, lines 26-28; and col 14, lines 4-19); 

b. means for storage actual movie showing data including movie showing 
identification data and audience common interest data which includes movie genre, 
movie rating, showing location, showing time, release start date, and release end date 
(col 1, line 61 - col 2, line 4; col 2, lines 27-46; and col 10, lines 1 1-34); 

c. means for selecting (matching) a plurality of actual movie showings 
with schedule request data associated with a plurality of job requests with matching 
audience common interest data (col 7, lines 38-49 and col 12, lines 8-28); and 

d. means for permitting an advertisement associated with each selected 
job request to be presented at the actual movie showing )(col 12, lines 26-28)(The 
Examiner notes that any reference which does not explicitly prevent the advertisement 
from being presented inherently permits the advertisement to be presented. 
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Claim 30: Rabonskv discloses a system for providing advertisement information 
to an audience as in Claim 27 above, and further discloses an audience attendance 
feedback unit which tracks the number of people attending each actual movie showing 
(col 5, lines 43-46; col 9 f lines 3-11; and col 10, lines 28-30). 

Claim 31 : Rabonskv discloses a system for providing advertisement information 
to an audience as in Claim 27 above, and further discloses generating an exposure log 
(report) for data representing the presentation of advertisements, trailers, and the actual 
movie showings (col 7, lines 8-11; col 12, lines 30-35; and col 14, lines 20-30). 

Claims 32-34: Rabonskv discloses a system for providing advertisement 
information to an audience as in Claim 27 above, and further discloses the audience 
common interest data includes information regarding a movie rating, time of day 
scheduled to be shown, first showing movie, etc. (col 3, lines 22-26; col 7, lines 38-47; 
col 7, line 61 - col 8, line 41; col 9, lines 43-50; col 10, lines 34-67; and col 12, lines 9- 
19). 

Claim 35: Rabonskv discloses a system for providing advertisement information 
to an audience as in Claim 27 above, and further discloses means for assembling a 
plurality of frames (tiles) into a composite frame (Figure 3 and col 1 1 , lines 1 1-46). 
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Claim 36: Rabonskv discloses a system for providing advertisement information 
to an audience as in Claim 35 above, and further discloses using a digital projector to 
display the composite frame (col 9, lines 43-50 and col 10, lines 34-67). 

Claim 37: Rabonskv discloses a system for providing advertisement information 
to an audience as in Claim 27 above, and further discloses the system providing an 
exposure report (col 7, lines 5-13; col 8, lines 1-11; and col 12, lines 30-35). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rabonsky (6,141,530). 

Claims 28 and 29: Rabonskv discloses a system for providing advertisement 
information to an audience as in Claim 27 above, and further discloses that the 
scheduling system includes scheduling and playout of all trailers and data files (e.g. 
advertisements)(col 12, lines 8-28). While it is not explicitly disclosed that more than 
one job request is associated with an actual movie showing, nor that more than one 
actual movie showing is associated with a job request, Official Notice is taken that it is 
old and well known for theaters to display a plurality of advertisements and trailers while 
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the audience is waiting for the actual movie showing to start. Likewise, it is old and well 
known that theaters present many of the same advertisements (e.g. advertising the 
theater's concession stand) and trailers to audiences awaiting the start of different 
actual movie showings. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art to select a plurality of job request for each actual movie showing and to 
select a plurality of actual movie showings for each job request in Rabonskv . One 
would have been motivated to select more than one advertisement per actual movie 
showing in order to keep the audience entertained for the 5-30 minutes they are 
awaiting the start of the actual movie showing. One would have been motivated to 
select more than one actual movie showing per job request in order to preclude the 
need to make unique advertisements and trailers for every possible actual movie 
showing. In other words, there would only need to be one advertisement for the 
theater's concession stand, not a unique one for each actual movie showing. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed February 14, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

a. The Applicant argues that Rabonskv does not disclose an automated dynamic 
selection system that selects actual movie showings based on a selected job request 
criteria, such as movie genre, movie rating, showing location, showing time, release 
start date, and release end date (page 7). However, the Examiner notes that Rabonskv 
explicitly discloses that "the automation/scheduling system schedules these playbacks, 
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and provides the necessary machine control to automatically play the cinemas at the 
scheduled times. It includes the scheduling and playout of all trailers" (col 12, lines 9- 
16). Thus, while the theater operator may use the "theater operator interface" to modify 
the schedule, such as inserting "advertisements for local businesses" into the schedule, 
the actual selection of the stored movie showing, trailers, and advertisements from the 
databases and the presentation thereof are performed automatically at the appropriate 
scheduled times by Rabonskv 's automation/scheduling system. Nowhere in the 
specification does Rabonskv indicate that the advertisements are being physically 
selected by the theater operator and fed directly into a presentation device. It is 
disclosed that the theater operator is modifying the schedule by changing play times, 
which screen are showing which cinemas, or inserting local advertisements into the 
schedule. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Exr. James W. Myhre whose telephone number is (703) 
308-7843. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 6:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber, can be reached on (703) 305-8469. The fax phone number 
for Formal or Official faxes to Technology Center 3600 is (703) 872-9306. Draft or 
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Informal faxes, which will not be entered in the application, may be submitted directly to 
the examiner at (703) 746-5544. 

Note: Effective April 2005, the examiner's telephone numbers will be changed to 
(571 ) 272-6722 (phone) and (571) 273-6772 (Informal faxes); and the examiner's 
supervisor's telephone number will be changed to (571) 272-6724. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-1113. 
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